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Soil consumption: Report 2018 

Last year soil consumption in Italy increased, and the natural surface of Italy decreased by 52 Km2. This is the 

main fact of the Report about soil consumption, published to ISPRA and SNPA (Enviromental Protection 

National System), and presented on July 17, 2018 in Rome. 

The report focuses on soil consumption in Italian urban and low density peri-urban areas. In these areas, we 

observe an increase of artificial surfaces and buildings density to the detriment of natural and agricoltural 

areas. Analyzed data confirm the progressive soil consumption due to processes of dispersion, 

decentralization of urban areas and urban densification. Soil consumption is and remains an unresolved 

problem and, although in recent years the economic crisis and its effect on the construction industry, 

produced a slowdown, speculation and illegal building continue to the detriment of the Italian territory.  

Soil consumption has affected about 23063 Km2, corresponding to 7,65% of the Italian national territory, with 

a increase of approximately 52Km2. Soil consumption hasn't a homogenous distribution, but it focuses in the 

regions with a clear economic recovery, such as the North-East of the country. In 2017, in 15 of the 20 regions 

of Italy, soil consumption exceeded 5%, with the higher percentage recorded in Lombardia (12.99%), Veneto 

(12.35%) and Campania (10.36%), followed by Emilia Romagna, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Lazio, Puglia and Liguria 

with values ranging between 8% and 10%. Among the regions where the soil consumption is less than 8%, 

there are Basilicata, where there is a consumption equal to 3.40% of the regional territory and the Val 

d'Aosta, where it does not exceed 3% of the region's territory.  

The soil consumption interests mainly plain areas below 300 meters above sea level, that correspond to 

46.3% of the Italian national territory.Protected areas (national and regional parks, natural areas and 

reserves) aren’t spared, with an additional utilization of about 84 hectares in 2017. Among these, the most 

affected area are the Sibillini Mountains National Park, which has lost about 24 hectares of land, followed by 

the Gran Sasso and Monti della Laga National Parks, where a further 10 hectares are consumed. A large part 

of the changes recorded in these areas are attributable to the constructions carried out after the recent 

earthquakes in Central Italy. Over 74500 hectares of soil were consumed in the Mount Vesuvius national 

park, the archipelago of la Maddalena and the Circeo national parks. However construction in protected areas 

was reduced in comparison with areas outside. 

The report illustrates the need to implement a series of policies at national level to encourage, when possible, 

the reuse, demolition and reconstruction of pre-existing buildings rather than the construction of new ones 

and the abandonment of pre-existing buildings.  

The data presented in the report are still negative, although they show a stabilization of consumption rate of 

the soil. Regional policies relating to land use are often inadequate, with disagreement between 

methodologies and land definitions applied region by region. It would therefore be useful to set a national 

policy leading to "zero volume" by 2050 as indicated by the European Union (Decision No. 1386/2013 / EU), 

and to align soil consumption with population growth so that territorial degradation does not increase within 

2030, as indicated by the United Nations in 2015.   
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Goals of fundamental importance given the peculiarity of the Italian national territory, that call for the 

revision and updating of existing planning and the definition and implement of policies for the containment 

of soil consumption. 


